The Cranberries - Zombie 

Song Meaning
	Another head hangs lowly, 
Child is slowly taken. 
And the violence caused such silence, 
Who are we mistaken? 

But you see, it's not me, it's not my family. 
In your head, in your head they are fighting, 
With their tanks and their bombs, 
And their bombs and their guns. 
In your head, in your head, they are crying... 

In your head, in your head, 
Zombie, zombie, zombie, 
Hey, hey, hey. What's in your head, 
In your head, 
Zombie, zombie, zombie? 
Hey, hey, hey, hey, oh, dou, dou, dou, dou, dou... 

Another mother's breakin', 
Heart is taking over. 
When the vi'lence causes silence, 
We must be mistaken. 




	It's the same old theme since nineteen-sixteen. 
In your head, in your head they're still fighting, 
With their tanks and their bombs, 
And their bombs and their guns. 
In your head, in your head, they are dying...

In your head, in your head, 
Zombie, zombie, zombie, 
Hey, hey, hey. What's in your head, 
In your head, 
Zombie, zombie, zombie? 
Hey, hey, hey, hey, oh, oh, oh, 
Oh, oh, oh, oh, hey, oh, ya, ya-a...

____________________________________________________

I. Read the song carefully. How do you understand the first three lines?

II. What are in your opinion the main themes of this song? Draw a chart listing the lexical fields :

Theme 1:………

Theme 2:……

Theme 3:……

Theme 4:……

-  

-

-

III. Work in pairs and prepare to explain the lines of the song in your own words. 

Watch the video clip at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HJEySrDerj0
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What is the song about?
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Student B. What is the song about?


Henry, 78, French                                                                                                          Boleslaw, 76, Poland






Maria, 19, Italy      
Manuel, 37, Spain.



Phoebe, 30, USA

"Zombie: 'Zombie' was inspired by a child's death. His life was taken in the arm's of his mother. She was shopping in London last year, and there was a bomb planted in a rubbish bin in London and he happened to be at the wrong place at the wrong time and he died. The reason the bomb was planted was because of a political territorial kind of thing that goes on in the North of Ireland and the UK. So the references to 1916 was when a contract was signed, which signed away the 6 counties to England. And it still goes on today: the war, the deaths, and the injustice.





The 'Contract' referred to by Dolores O’Riordan is the 'Anglo Irish Treaty' and was signed in 1921 not 1916. It was between the provisional Irish government and the British government. Under the terms of the Treaty it was agreed to temporarily partition Ireland into The Irish Free State, or in Gaelic Saorstát Éireann (26 counties) and Northern Ireland (6 


counties)





As far as I understand it, Zombie is pretty much a protest song to the troubles in Northern Ireland, regarding the IRA, the British and all that jazz. �1916 was when the conflict in Northern Ireland escalated. � � 





















































































































































��Well, that's my interpritation at least.





its obviously about the troubles !! and no one has got the 1916 the most significant dates in Irish history ...... The Easter Uprising ! which took place in April 1916 in Dublin and is one of the pivotal events in modern Irish history. At the end of the Easter Uprising, 15 men identified as leaders were executed at Kilmainham Jail.





"But you see, it's not me, it's not my family." �Refers to the tendency of people on either side of the struggle to absolve themselves of blame for the violence without actively opposing it.





" and the violence causes silence," - I thought this line was referring to the silence between the 2 communities, the more violence there is from each to the other the less dialogue there is.





The question "who are we mistaken?" asks if war and killing is ever right and says that its always a mistake to go to war no matter the circumstances.





I can't help but draw references to the first world war. ��True the war began in 1914 but everything about warfare changed in 1916 which is referenced to in the song. The tank made its first appearance on the battlefield for the first time in human history. which is referenced to in the chorus. also, the battle of verdun was fought in 1916, which is arguably the worst battle of the war with close to 1,000,000 casualties between the French and the Germans . 





The theme of zombies clerly refers to World War One. The fighting in WW1 was done with massive charges of unprotected soldiers  into direct machine gun fire. The connection being that the men were like zombies after living months in mud, cold, and diseased trenches were forced to run through an open field into direct fire, the men were dead before they left the trenches. also, that they kept running into the bullets as if they had no other thoughts like zombies.








I love this song, it is about all the men who survived World War 1, and how they had to live with killing so many men, that's why she says: "In your head, in your head, zombie...." It means they'll have to live with all the memories of it and also the dead men are haunting them "with their tanks, and their bombs and their bombs and their guns"





It seems you won't get the right answer until you ask the right question. Who is the zombie? �Yes, the song is addressing the atrocities of living in a terrorist state. Northern Ireland, yes, but it could just as easily be in Iraq. �"Not me, not my family" I don't hear "she's not responsible," I hear, "she's not affected." "It's not happening in my back yard." "It's THEIR war, THEIR bombs, THEIR guns." �"When the violence causes silence we must be mistaken!" �Wake up, I am the zombie. You are the zombie. We look away, it doesn't affect us. What's in our heads? Terrorists in any civilized society have power because they cripple with fear. �In Northern Ireland, the fighting has been going on for generations. It doesn't affect me. It's them. They are fighting, they are dying. Whether you believe there is a just cause or not, ignoring the violence will not stop it.





"What's in your head?""zombie" could be a statement to the fighters asking what they were thinking when they were doing this or had they just turned into zombies unable to do anything but follow orders. This particular part of the song is screamed as to protest the war and mimic the cries of those who were being killed.








